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seems to commit himself to genuine radicalism. ' Then
may the people, as oft as they shall judge it for the
best, either choose him or reject him, retain him or
depose him, though no tyrant, merely by the liberty
and right of free-born men to be governed as seems
them best. The right of choosing, yea of changing
their government, is by the grant of God himself to the
people.'
But Milton's philosophy, which often found expression
in the noblest language, was conflicting and confused.
At one time he is crying aloud for popular rights, at
another he is denouncing the machinery of democracy
and demanding a perpetual Grand Council.   A man
who is going to take up a middle position in such a
controversy as this should be extremely careful as to
what he says.    He has, above all things, to be precise
in his definition of the limited contract, to show just
how much concession of the individual's liberty the
facts of government demand, and how much liberty
may reasonably be retained.    But Milton was not at all
precise, and his political philosophy suffers accordingly.
He did, however, on occasions do great service to his
party, and he did execute, if confusedly, the rough
outlines   of   a   liberal   commonwealth.   His   personal
attachment to Cromwell undoubtedly made his position
extremely delicate.    Here was a man temperamentally
undemocratic and bound by ties of office and of devotion
to an autocratic bourgeois-soldier.   How could he fairly
represent the democratic theory that lay behind the
Puritan  effort ?    But  in   The  Tenure  of Kings   and
Magistrates he at least proved with ability as well as
with eloquence that the foundation of all right govern-
ment is consent.
Before the dispute was settled philosophically by
Locke—at   any   rate   to   tfce    satisfaction   of   his

